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| am very proud to have the opportunity to serve
as Pauktuutit’s President at a time when so many
constructive projects are underway to help Inuit
women and children, their families, and
communities.

Among the many issues that Pauktuutit has
addressed over the past year, none is perhaps
more important than family violence. In September
1991, Pauktuutit held a major conference on this
issue in Igaluit, NWT. The results of this
conference clearly demonstrate that Inuit women
are in the forefront of community, regional and
national efforts to end all forms of violence in our
society. Discussions on family violence were a
central part of Pauktuutit's 1992 Annual General
Meeting, and the priority we have placed on the
issue was further demonstrated this year with the
publication of Naalatsiarlutit, a booklet which looks
at the problem of spousal abuse through the eyes
of northern artists. The recently established
Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women,
which will be submitting its recommendations to
Parliament in December 1992, is evidence that
national strategies are needed to address this issue
effectively. As Pauktuutit’s representative on the
Aboriginal Circle, the native women’s component
of the Panel, | have been very pleased to represent
Inuit women’s insights and concerns.

There are many areas in which we -- Pauktuutit
and Inuit women -- together are struggling to be
heard, to have our perspectives understood, to
have our concerns and those of our families and
communities addressed. Health, justice, economic
development and constitutional issues -- all of
these have formed part of our activities, and our
accomplishments, over the past year. In this report
you will read about all of these and more.

None of those accomplishments; of course, would
have been possible without the support and
contributions of Pauktuutit’s Board of Directors
and staff, whose help and generosity | would like,
here, to acknowledge. | would also like to take this
opportunity to thank past President Mary Sillett for
her hard work and devotion to Inuit women'’s
issues over the years. Pauktuutit is a strong,
effective organization today because of the many
women who have supported our work in the past.

Martha Flaherty
President
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Pauktuutit
Inuit Women’s Association of Canada

Pauktuutit, the Inuit Women's Association of
Canada, is a national non-profit organization
representing all Canadian Inuit women.

Our mandate is to foster a greater awareness of
the needs of Inuit women and to encourage their
participation in community, regional and national
concerns in relation to social, cultural and
economic development.

The aims and objectives of Pauktuutit are:
1)  To unite the Inuit women of Canada;

2) To act and be recognized as the official
representative for Inuit women;

3) To familiarize our children with Inuit values,
heritage, culture and language;

4) To work towards better conditions for all Inuit
women;

5) To motivate Inuit women to realize their
potential as individuals and as a group;

6) To promote self-confidence and self-reliance
amongst Inuit women;

7) To encourage Inuit women to take their
rightful place in society;

8) To work for the betterment of individual,
family and community conditions through
social and economic action;

9) To promote the rights of Inuit women and
children;

10) To promote the equality of Inuit women in all
levels of Canadian governmental and non-
governmental structures;

11) To encourage the involvement of Inuit
women in all levels of Canadian society; and

12) To encourage communication between Inuit
women and all aboriginal peoples.
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Introduction

Throughout 1991-92 Pauktuutit has continued to
work on issues of both current and longstanding
concern to Inuit women. The following reports
record our recent progress in addressing some of
these issues.

Royal Commission on

Aboriginal Peoples
= = S aREAE T i et e sk s ey )

On November 4, 1991, Mary Sillett resigned as
President of Pauktuutit to join the newly created
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Affairs. Vice-
President Martha Flaherty assumed the
responsibilities of interim President until her
election in February 1992 at Pauktuutit's Annual
General Meeting. As both President of Pauktuutit
and Vice-President of Inuit Tapirisat of Canada
(ITC), Mary Sillett devoted herself to ensuring a
voice for Inuit women on issues of social, cultural,
political and economic importance to Inuit; all of
these issues will form part of the broad
discussions and research being undertaken by the
Royal Commission.

L Ry
W —

Mary Sillett (left) addessn te Family Violence Conference.
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Family Violence
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In April 1991 Pauktuutit submitted a special
project proposal to the Department of the
Secretary of State to hold a family violence
conference. The conference was held September
18-19, 1991, in Igaluit, NWT, and was
subsequently reported on in an issue of
Pauktuutit’s newsletter Suvaguuqg. The discussions
focussed upon the abuse of women, children, and
the elderly in Inuit communities, and included
personal testimony by former victims and abusers.
Participants at the conference discussed many of
the problems associated with living in an abusive
home (e.g., the pressure on women to remain in
bad marriages and the traditional avoidance of
discussing sex) as well as the social problems that
may give rise to family violence (e.g., inequality
between men and women, unemployment, and
poverty). Also discussed were the measures that
need to be taken within communities to better
respond to the issue of family violence, including
better counselling for victims and offenders, and
more shelters and safe homes for victims.

Territorial Court Judge Bev Browne outlined for the
conference participants the judicial procedure
involved in bringing cases of abuse to court, as
well as some of the problems and limitations of
the justice system in responding to such cases.
She reported that several community initiatives
have been undertaken in Iqaluit and the Baffin
region to help victims, including a volunteer victim
assistance program which provides victims with
temporary shelter once an abuse has been
reported. Judge Browne stated that one way in
which delays in the judicial system could be
decreased would be to have a Justice of the Peace
(JP) in every community who would deal with less
serious crimes. She reported that an attempt is
being made to include more women and aboriginal
people in the recruitment of JPs.

In addition to discussing physical abuse,
participants examined the less obvious but no less
damaging problems of emotional and economic
abuse and neglect. These problems were
highlighted in a conference session on a form of
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Participants at the Family Violence Conference

in lqaluit
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abuse which, to date, has received very little AaD Hod°="D¢ N A ="/LNABC="D".

public acknowledgement: elder abuse. Many elder b NLANdad™ Ly AN AFSe B
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Inuit have been feeling increasingly helpless due to
several factors including: a decline in respect for

their traditional role; theur.expo.sure to incidents <?f AChndb el e Atabc od®de

substance abuse and marital violence among their A SNt APG N QL 4PN’
children; economic claims placed on those elders A NNY@“IT" a“c'CPradb®e" o
with pensions; and a general shortage of Afa b sdec=®Dc.
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violence in the North. She remarked that many of
the shelters in the North operate at 100-per-cent

Ms. Sammons also pointed out that 80% - 90% of
the women and children using Nutaraqg Place (the
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Iqaluit shelter) return home. This highlights the
need for long-term solutions to family violence in
addition to addressing the immediate needs of the
women in crisis.

In addition to the valuable discussions undertaken
at the conference, outgoing President Mary Sillett
met on October 3, 1991, with Minister
Responsible for the Status of Women Mary Collins
and representatives of other native women'’s
groups to discuss the federal government’s
Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women and
aboriginal concerns on the issue. It was agreed
that Inuit and other native women would
contribute to the work of this panel through a
separate advisory committee, the Aboriginal Circle,
to which Martha Flaherty was named as
Pauktuutit’s representative. The Circle was
mandated to travel the country gathering
information and solutions to the problem of
violence against women from native communities
in preparation for the Panel’s recommendations to
Parliament in December 1992.

Pauktuutit has also published a book,
Naalatsiarlutit, which illustrates through text and
pictures, the impact of spousal assault on women,
children and their families in the North.
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Naalatsiarlutit, published by Pauktuutit.
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Health Consultation Project

Roda Grey of Kangirsuk, Nunavik, who recently
completed a social services certificate at
Algonquin College, has taken over as Pauktuutit’'s
new Health Co-ordinator. The former Health Co-
ordinator, Martha Greig, resigned and was
subsequently elected Vice-President at the Eighth
Annual General Meeting in February, 1992. Ms.
Grey has assumed responsibility for the Health
Consultation Project, whose purpose is to increase
the level of Inuit involvement in health care
policymaking.

Substance Abuse

Pauktuutit continued its work in 1991 on providing
research and public education on the issue of
substance abuse in Inuit communities. Melanie
Paniaq was hired as Substance Abuse Co-ordinator
to assume responsibility for the project while
Reepa Kilabuk was on maternity leave.

d edbCA“‘NNc*
T e e e O e e e T s T
d*edbCA NN *_1° AD“c (D"
<B*ONd . PC d A b ATDC™,
oa AT, AYA®*/SC"ad
AY*N*DcarD el Acad®ota
q*btd- P D*NAL'e, Abta AT —"DO"
<P*INdS dradbCAa“‘NNALo°,
A adbCA—NNEA DL HA® LC ‘A’
ob DL AL oPd*CD 5 AN TH"
D'cd o 8-M“c=*Cl'a b NLA'<IBN LI
<P*ONdC A>da 1992-T°. PC
A*ba AY P D*>" dadbCA“ NN _I°
<P'DNd*e d*P'AAPDEd*N J
Leb'Se®, PabY b NCb<-sN' ballT
dedalDcenrnr*do".

ALy *HLlrA<te*dc AdNAa®
<B*ONdS Cl*a A‘cndaa*ClC 1991-IC
BOANTNN“LN" AL Ao L’

A NN ’d® 5N DNDLN‘Na-d€
Acnd'NDYac" ALY * Ht'eDY "
AdNAre* 15 A*AY praPre. [ e e
<raed® ABraAY*NCH e bR >®

ALY oLt <tadt AdNA ™ Ntancosdt
bR N od* al Pe™ A%/l Naot

A e
Ca LN "
1990-7 <B*DNd°
INBINLP2DS NPANG-SLY CarlL T,
Na b NP-sM® AoAS CdralbNe=andPoc,
AbNad®* I orare="n" NPCEBEE gt
A SIPHEDYS AT ey A% 0 dBE o]t
d*Ls 2ANPA*HI- AT 4"
A*2<4*CA“—¥CDY¥“a*D ",

A*ad*CA“c‘NN "¢

bNALA'YA™*N L€

A e

L.'d?‘_n‘. C'a DHcLL® ANb=®ad4*D*
A old%c®, D*aV ad® DD D¢ dd«C
<PCANd®, PP c
PabDY b acndb*d®

Na D e b arLe. <DB'INDS AYa D
PrabYC*NN /NI CA YL <L
CayDrPDPNd*ad*D° DPA'NL e 1992.
A NASAd* 5 CAv D

Cd7DNA* <G  HdndLa", dSAT AN
D2a*\pCP e D*D¢ L*d*D*5¢ 11-o

DPBC DL

-DAQ_LCE-D(




Suicide Prevention Video

At its 1990 AGM, Pauktuutit resolved to develop a
video, with Inuit Broadcasting Corporation (IBC), to
help communities address the problem of suicide
and promote suicide prevention, particularly among
the young. Initial funding for the video, to be
called Inuutsiarniq, was granted by the Toronto-
based Gordon Foundation, but further funds
needed to be raised before production could begin.
Pauktuutit has now completed its fundraising
campaign for this project and filming will take
place in the fall of 1992. To ensure that the final
video has the highest possible impact on
audiences, questionnaires are being distributed to
young people in 11 communities across the North
prior to production, and workshops are being
planned for some communities to assist in the
script’s development. A second questionnaire to
assess the success of the video will follow after
the production is completed.

Midwifery

In 1991 Pauktuutit received a commitment of
$200,000 from the "North of 60" program (jointly
funded by Health and Welfare, the GNWT and the
Science Institute of the NWT) to undertake
research towards a book documenting Inuit elders’
knowledge of traditional midwifery practices.
Pauktuutit Vice-President Martha Greig will travel
to 10 communities across the North to interview
elders on traditional midwifery practices in the fall
of 1992. It is estimated that the entire project will
take two years to complete with the resuits to be
published in both Inuktitut and English. In addition
to documenting an important part of Inuit social
history, the results of this project will assist in
sensitizing the medical profession to traditional
Inuit approaches to pregnancy and childbirth.
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For some years Pauktuutit has expressed concern
over the continued lenient sentencing of sex
offenders in the NWT, arguing that not only do
they do not discourage offenders, but that gender
bias within the northern judicial system threatens
the equality and personal security rights of Inuit
women and children. In 1991 Pauktuutit applied
for and was granted funding through the national
Court Challenges Program to develop legal
arguments that would enable Inuit women to take
the federal government to court on this issue.
Although the Court Challenges Program was cut
from the federal government’'s February 1992
Budget, funding and research for Pauktuutit’s case
is continuing. A special committee composed of
Inuit women advisors and lawyers met to examine
the issue and is currently exploring arguments that
would require counselling and treatment become
part of a sex offender’s sentence.

In addition, Pauktuutit submitted a proposal to the
federal Department of Justice to fund a two-year
project to assist Inuit women in developing a
comprehensive policy on justice issues, in
preparation for a possible future Inuit justice
system. The project would entail extensive
research and consultations with Inuit women on
the administration of justice in the North and other
issues, with a draft policy paper and
recommendations expected to be presented to
Pauktuutit’'s 1994 AGM. The importance of
developing Inuit women’s views on justice issues
was forcefully presented by President Martha
Flaherty in September 1991, when she presented
a speech on the subject to the conference
"Achieving Justice: Today and Tomorrow" in
Whitehorse. Martha stated: "there is little doubt
that the creation of an Aboriginal justice system
would go a long way towards resolving many of
the problems and misunderstandings which Inuit
encounter under the Canadian system. However,
any system which does not involve Inuit women
as well as Inuit men in its design and its
administration would still be biased."

Pauktuutit’s project proposal was approved by the
Department of Justice.
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Pauktuutit has continued over the past year to
ensure a voice for Inuit women in discussions and
negotiations dealing with the constitutional reform
process. in mid-August 1991, Inuit Tapirisat of
Canada (ITC) created the Inuit Committee on
Constitutional Issues, consisting of representatives
from all Inuit regions and Pauktuutit, to deal with
constitutional issues of concern to Inuit. This was
followed in September 1991 by the Inuit
Constitutional Assembly, a gathering of Inuit
leaders and representatives in Pangnirtung, NWT,
to discuss constitutional issues, which was
attended by the Pauktuutit Board of Directors. In
particular, Pauktuutit is seeking assurance of
sexual equality for Inuit women in any agreement
on aboriginal self-government reached in the
Constitution. Pauktuutit President Martha Flaherty
and Vice-President Martha Greig have been directly
involved in these negotiations as part of ITC's
delegation.
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Economic Development

In 1991 Pauktuutit applied for and received funds
from the federal government’s Canadian Aboriginal
Economic Development Strategy (CAEDS) program
to study the unique economic development needs
of Inuit women and to work with local community
economic development officers (CEDOs) across
the North in developing ways that these needs
may be met. Mary Jamieson of Native
Management Services has been hired to conduct a
needs assessment study. Mary attended
Pauktuutit’s 1992 AGM in Kuujjuaq, where she
distributed a detailed questionnaire on the issue.
The preliminary findings of this study show Inuit
women’s economic development needs to be
notably different than those of men. Inuit women
are more concerned with finding initial financing to
start and run businesses, with day care needs, and
with a host of other social and support issues. The
final report of this study will be published in
December 1992.

Pauktuutit has continued to work closely with the
Native Women's Association of Canada (NWAC)
as a participant in the newly created Economic
Development for Canadian Aboriginal Women
(EDCAW) program. EDCAW is conducting further
research and public education on the issue of
native women’s economic development concerns.
The goal of the program, which recently hired a
co-ordinator, is to develop strategies to respond to
the economic needs of all aboriginal women.

In addition to these activities, Pauktuutit has
fought hard over the past year to encourage more
equal representation of women on the executive
and boards of Inuit organizations and northern
businesses.
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Publications
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Pauktuutit is particularly proud of two publications
completed in 1991 and published in both Inuktitut
and English.

Arnait: The Views of Inuit Women on
Contemporary Issues is a landmark statement of

Inuit women’s concerns, based on findings from
Pauktuutit’s own research and a survey conducted
earlier in the year, funded by the Department of
the Secretary of State Women's Program. The
book outlines Inuit women’s views on issues as
diverse as the role of women in Inuit society,
midwifery, customary adoption, child rearing,
family violence, constitutional reform and Inuit
self-government.

Naalatsiarlutit is a unique and moving record of the
physical, emotional, economic and social costs of
spousal assault to women and their families in the
North. The publication included 40 drawings
selected from over 100 submitted from northern
communities. Naalatsiarlutit portrays, in words and
pictures, the terrible face of family violence in the
North today and offers the hope that, together,
women and men may resolve this painful and
troubling social problem.

Pauktuutit also published a special issue of
Suvaguug, Pauktuutit’s newsletter in 1991. The
issue outlined the discussions that took place at
Pauktuutit’s family violence conference in
September 1991, in Iqaluit, NWT.

All of these publications are available to Inuit
women free of charge and can be ordered from
Pauktuutit's office in Ottawa.
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Report on the 8th Annual General Meeting
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Delegates to Pauktuutit’s Annual General Meeting in Kuujjuag.
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Introduction

Pauktuutit’'s AGM brings together Inuit women
from across the North to discuss issues of local
and national concern. In addition to reviewing the
organization’s work over the past year, delegates
to the AGM give direction for the upcoming year.

The Eighth Annual General Meeting took place in
Kuujjuaqg, Nunavik (Northern Quebec), February
18-20, 1992. Delegates to the meeting
participated in discussions and workshops on a
range of current and longstanding issues including
constitutional concerns, family violence and
economic development.
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Royal Commission on

Aboriginal Peoples
[ears e s ase ree T AT s s e e e T O e

Past President Mary Sillett outlined for delegates
at the Eighth AGM the purpose of the new Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, of which she is
the sole Inuit member. The Commission’s mandate
is to conduct extensive research and consultation
with aboriginal groups across the country on all
issues of concern, and to report to Parliament. Due
to restrictions on the Commission’s time and
resources, Mary Sillett stated that it is beyond the
capability of the Commission to visit every
community in the North but that efforts would be
made to hear presentations from as many
communities, groups, and individuals as possible.

Constitutional Reform
R o NI S S WIS S BV e S PR S e A e s L T

Eloise Spitzer, a lawyer retained to advise
Pauktuutit on constitutional issues, discussed the
nature of the federal government’s current
constitutional reform process. She outlined the
constitutional proposals of principal concern to
Inuit and other aboriginal women in Canada,
namely: the proposed Canada Clause which
includes official recognition and protection of
Quebec language, culture and society but no
similar provision for Inuit or other native groups;
the definition of the inherent right to aboriginal
self-government; and the applicability of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to
ensure that guarantees of sexual equality between
women and men in the Charter are also
guaranteed under future aboriginal governments.
She then asked delegates to share with her their
concerns and ideas on the constitutional reform
process. Some questions and discussion followed,
including interest in whether or not Inuit cultural
values would form part of the discussions and the
importance of jargon-free language in discussing
issues of such complexity and far-reaching
significance. Past president Mary Sillett urged
Pauktuutit members to take a leading role in
constitutional discussions, stating that Inuit
women have the option of providing input into the
constitutional reform process.
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Violence Against Women
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Pat Marshall, Co-Chair of the Canadian Panel on
Violence Against Women, addressed the assembly.
She stated that the Panel is consulting with many
groups across the country to try to find solutions
to the problem of violence against women, and
that a 1-800 telephone number has been set up to
assist those wishing to convey opinions and
information to the Panel. A preliminary report on
the issue of violence against women, based on the
Panel’s consultations with organizations and
communities across the country, would be
forwarded to Pauktuutit shortly.

In the discussions that followed Pat Marshall’s
presentation, many of the delegates contributed
personal stories of their experiences with family
violence and attempted to examine some of the
causes of abuse. It was stated that overcrowding
in houses is common among families in which
sexual abuse and incest occur. Pat Marshall
suggested that judges should receive training in
these issues to increase their awareness.
Delegates strongly denounced various reports
purporting to claim that incest is part of traditional

concerning family violence.
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Inuit culture. Delegates agreed that elders should
be given an active role in the delivery of social
services, including marriage counselling and
assistance to both victims and abusers.

Regional Reports
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The delegates at the Eighth AGM met to discuss a
variety of local and regional concerns during the
time set aside for regional meetings.

Baffin

Baffin delegates discussed the need to restore
some regional air links to avoid the expense and
inconvenience of routinely travelling through
lgaluit, and asked that Pauktuutit look into this
issue. It was felt that there should be fewer delays
in court cases, and that social workers and the
police should consult more with members of the
community on matters affecting victims and
offenders as well as the prosecution and
imprisonment of offenders. Baffin delegates also
felt that parents should be routinely consulted by
social workers when their children go to shelters.
In addition, the delegates suggested that
counselling should be made available to help young
married couples deal with problems they
encounter.

Nunavik (Northern Quebec)

Northern Quebec delegates expressed concern that
many people are marrying too young and are
subsequently unprepared for family responsibilities,
causing them to leave children to be raised by
grandparents or even to commit suicide. It was
remarked that young working parents may not be
receiving enough support in raising their children
and that youngsters could be adversely affected.
Concern was also expressed at the rise in alcohol
and drug abuse among children and the lack of
respect shown by children toward their parents.

Nunavik delegates requested that Pauktuutit help
to improve the quality of interpreters at the
hospital in Montreal, and that patient care in
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southern hospitals generally be reviewed to ensure
the best possible level of care for Inuit patients. It
was agreed that social services staff should
regularly attend community meetings to ensure
that they get feedback from community members.

Keewatin

Delegates from the Keewatin region expressed
concern that social services in the region are
strained and inadequate, and that more support
services are needed to cope with problems such as
family violence and drug and alcohol abuse.

Keewatin delegates strongly agreed that incest is
not and never has been an acceptable part of Inuit
culture, and agreed that research should be
undertaken to refute this misconception. The
delegates agreed upon the need for stronger
penalties for those caught selling or stealing
intoxicants, including fines and possible jail terms,
and suggested that Pauktuutit help to establish
regional and local organizations to address the
problem of suicide.

The Keewatin delegates concluded by suggesting
that AIDS education remain a priority for
Pauktuutit and all regional and community
organizations.

Western Arctic

Western Arctic delegates were concerned that
some social workers were not performing their
jobs well enough. It was agreed that Inuit should
be consulted more by social services and medical
services personnel, and that Inuit men whose
spouses leave them require support.

Labrador

Labrador delegates reported on a research project
undertaken by the Labrador Inuit Health
Commission to gather information on community
needs with respect to establishing a variety of
services, including support programs and safe
homes for the victims of family violence. It was
agreed that sex offenders should be placed in
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Regional reports constitute an important
element of every AGM.
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immediate custody, and that abusive husbands,
rather the victims of abuse, should be removed
from the community while awaiting trial. It was
suggested that native representation on the
Northern Native Housing Association be increased.
The delegates also presented a letter from a
women’s group in Goose Bay requesting that
Pauktuutit increase its regional representation at
the AGM.

Kitikmeot

Delegates from the Kitikmeot region felt that there
are inadequate services to support the victims of
family violence, and were troubled by reports of
parents giving up their babies or leaving them
alone overnight. They observed that youths no
longer learn traditional skills from their parents.
Midwifery was identified as a key issue among the
delegates, who are unhappy that pregnant women

must be sent to hospitals outside the communities.

Support was expressed for day care to help
working mothers. The need for full-time
interpreters in hospitals and for treatment services
for sex offenders was also discussed.
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Economic Development
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Pat Baxter from the organization Economic
Development for Canadian Aboriginal Women,
discussed the purpose of the organization, whose
primary objective is to assist aboriginal women
construct economic development initiatives. The
organization seeks to provide a wider, more solid
economic base for aboriginal women in Canada,
through consulting, public education and
promotional work. Several delegates expressed
enthusiasm for the organization’s objectives,
stating that there has long been a need for such an
organization.

Mary Jamieson of Native Management Services
outlined for AGM delegates the needs assessment
project on Inuit women and economic development
that she has undertaken for Pauktuutit, adding that
economic development may afford solutions to
many of the problems being discussed by
delegates. Delegates were given questionnaires to
complete as part of the project. The final report of
the study is expected to be completed in
December 1992.

Several delegates offered insights into their
personal experiences in attempting to set up
businesses and expressed enthusiastic support for
the project.

Health

Martha Greig presented a report on her activities
as Health Co-ordinator for Pauktuutit and informed
the delegates that she would be resigning to
pursue other activities. She identified AIDS and
other sexually transmitted diseases as the major
health issues to be addressed in the North. She
reported that the midwifery research project was
still underway. The delegates thanked Martha
Greig for her hard work and dedication and wished
her the best.
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Melanie Paniaq, who assumed the responsibilities
of Substance Abuse Program Co-ordinator while
Reepa Kilabuk was on maternity leave, delivered a
report on her activities which focused upon public
education and research on substance abuse.

Court Challenges
e B A 7 SO o e g e S g B A WA

Mary Crnkovich, a lawyer with the Tungavik
Federation of Nunavut (TFN), discussed the Court
Challenges Program case with which Pauktuutit
has been involved. The project has involved
researching the sentences received by men in the
NWT who were charged with sexually assaulting
women. It was noted that in such cases offenders
are frequently given lenient sentences and that
these sentences send a message to individuals and
communities that assaulting women is not a
serious offence.

The delegates then discussed several approaches
to addressing this issue, including longer
sentences for sex offenders, longer probation
periods and instilling within offenders a deeper
respect for Inuit values and culture. Several
delegates told moving stories of their own
experiences with assault and the justice system.

Land Claims
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Mary Crnkovich reported on the TFN land claim.
She stated that there is great potential for women
to become involved in the management of the land
claim. Delegates discussed several issues of
importance, including whether women should
occupy a certain percentage of the Board
membership in Nunavut and guaranteeing women
a role in the implementation of the agreement.
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Traditional Skills
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Lizzie Ittinuar, an elder from Rankin Inlet, and Jill
Oakes, from the University of Alberta, spoke to
delegates about the importance of preserving and
encouraging traditional skills. Delegates were
asked several questions: Should Pauktuutit serve
as an intermediary for southern buyers of
garments and individual northern producers?
Would Inuit women be interested in participating in
writing a book about Inuit clothing? Is there
interest in university programs which could be held
in the communities?

The delegates discussed several aspects of these
questions and expressed keen interest in setting
up facilities in each community to allow people to
pursue traditional activities, particularly the
production of clothing.

Ruby Arngna’naaq and Ingrid Bachman presented
information on the Banff Centre’s Art Studio. The
studio has extended an invitation for six to eight
Inuit women to attend the Centre for a term of five
weeks, where they may undertake their own
project or receive instruction. Expenses would be
paid, and day care and interpreters would be
provided. The delegates discussed the project and
expressed their support.
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Elections
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The following people were elected to Pauktuutit's
Board of Directors.

Executive
Martha Flahierty’ « oo o ausi o avon 2 anen President
MarthaGreig ............... Vice-President

AndreaWebb ............ Secretary Treasurer
Regional Board Members

Edith Haogak
Salomie Qitsualik
Hattie Alagalak
Enooya Enook
Leah Panniluk
Kitty Pearson
Lizzie Palliser

Sharon Edmunds

Western Arctic
Kitikmeot
Keewatin
Baffin Region (South)
Baffin Region (North)
Nunavik (Ungava)
Nunavik (Hudson Coast)
Labrador

...............
................
.................
.........
..........
-------------
........

Customary Adoption
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Ookalik Curley, from lgaluit, addressed the
delegates on the issue of traditional adoption and
expressed concern that Inuit children and parents
are not being well-served by current adoption
practices. She urged that customary Inuit adoption
methods be encouraged and protected, and
suggested that Pauktuutit help ensure that they
continue to be practiced.

The delegates agreed strongly that Inuit customary
adoption methods should be encouraged, and that
Pauktuutit should make the issue a priority.
President Martha Flaherty remarked that Pauktuutit
would investigate ways of addressing this issue
and suggested that it would become a priority.
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Changing Relationships
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Delegates to the Eighth Annual AGM discussed
several issues related to the traditional roles of
Inuit women and children and how they are
changing. It was suggested that elders should
assume and be given a greater role in teaching
traditional skills, counselling youth and assisting
others through the grieving process. It was stated
that men should learn to treat women as equals
and be encouraged to undertake more of the
household work. Several personal stories were told
which emphasized the importance of maintaining
the traditional values of co-operation, sharing and
respect. The delegates agreed that all community
members should be sensitive, open-minded and
discuss freely issues of both private and common
concern.

Other Business
R e o e e A P X T e A S

Several issues of both local and national concern
were discussed, including providing help to
children who have lost a parent or guardian, and
ensuring that there is adequate fire protection at
the Baffin House in Montreal.

A contingent from Studio D, the women film-
makers’ division of the National Film Board, gave a
brief talk on their current work and invited
delegates to view a video they had produced on
battered women.

Nipisa Lyall of Spence Bay was presented with a
plaque in appreciation for the work she has done
in her community.
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1992 AGM Resolutions
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92-01: urges medical personnel and hospitals in
both the north and south to ensure that Inuit
patients are given the highest possible level of
care, including access to interpreters, and that
medical personnel show sensitivity and respect for
Inuit culture and values.

92-02: resolves that resources and facilities be
made available to Inuit women to enable elders to
pass on their knowledge and skills to younger
women through an Inuit Women’s Studies Training
Centre, to be established in a central northern
location, under the direction of Pauktuutit and
administered by Inuit women.

92-03: directs Pauktuutit to urge all those involved
in economic development in Inuit communities to
work with Inuit women at local, regional and
national levels to meet the specific economic
needs of Inuit women, including day care and
infrastructure development concerns, and to
encourage the development of community-based
credit unions responsive to Inuit women's needs.

92-04: directs Pauktuutit to make the issue of
Inuit customary adoption a priority, to work closely
with women undertaking studies on this issue in
the regions, and to seek funding to hold a
conference on Inuit customary adoption.

92-05: directs Pauktuutit to continue to make
suicide prevention a high-priority issue, and to
support local and regional suicide prevention
initiatives, including efforts to establish an agency
or board to deal with the problem of suicide.

92-06: urges the police and the justice system to
respond promptly to sexual assault offenses and to
give equal consideration to the safety and
concerns expressed by victims and the community
when deciding to detain an individual charged with
sexual assault.

92-07: strongly supports the need for on-going
public education about AIDS in every community
in the NWT, Northern Quebec and Labrador.
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92-08: directs Pauktuutit to express to environ-
mental officials its deep and serious concerns
about the effects of the depletion in the ozone
layer on the Arctic environment and Inuit, and to
offer its full support to organizations such as the
Inuit Circumpolar Conference and Inuit Tapirisat of
Canada in their efforts to lobby for environmental
legislation protecting the Arctic environment.

92-09: encourages men to work with women in
addressing family violence, child sexual abuse, and
violence against women and children, and in
developing and implementing solutions to these
serious social problems.

92-10: supports the Labrador Inuit Health
Commission’s research program on family violence
and the development of community-based services
for the victims of violence.

92-11: encourages all northern boards,
committees and organizations to actively pursue
the involvement and participation of Inuit women
in their decision-making bodies, with the goal of
achieving an equal balance of women and men on
these bodies.

92-12: resolves that all Inuit organizations develop
and implement codes of conduct for their
leadership, and that Inuit women be provided the
opportunity to participate in the development of
these codes of conduct.

92-13: resolves that the decision on whether or
not Inuit women would be better served and
protected if their governments were subject to the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms be
delegated to the Pauktuutit Executive for
communication to Inuit Tapirisat of Canada.

92-14: directs Pauktuutit to provide assistance
and support to communities in their efforts to
address substance abuse.
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Eighth Annual General Meeting
Kuujjuaq, Nunavik (Northern Quebec)
February 18 - 20, 1992

Executive
Martha Flaherty Interim President

(later elected)

AndreaWebb ......... Acting Vice-President
Dorothy Mesher . ....... Acting Sec.-Treasurer
Delegates

Baffin Region

Enooya Enook, Board of Director Pond Inlet
Nagleena Innuksuk, Board of Director . Hall Beach
Tina Angmarlik . . ... ........... Pangnirtung
Madeline Auksag . ........c0ouueun Igloolik
Akuludjuk Juutia . ............ Lake Harbour
Kilbuk Kooneloosie .......... Broughton Island
Samee Qaummagiaq . .. ... lqaluit
Leah Panniluk ................ Clyde River
Nitani Pater ... . «oum o s o ® o Cape Dorset
Rhoda TUnraq i seas s %5 5 &% & O Arctic Bay

Western Arctic

Edith Haogak, Board of Director .. Sachs Harbour

Valerie Archie ................ Tuktoyaktuk
YVOnne Elias ..o s v was v wees Sachs Harbour
Kate Inuktalik . . . ............. Holman Island
Lena ' WolIKI€ :.v:o soaiis o s = wvess Sachs Harbour

Northern Quebec, Ungava Coast
Maggie Annanack
Board of Director

Kangigsualujjuaq

Evallimasaut ................ Kangirsujuak
SUSIB - Jarartise .« o ovie o wone o ouine » e Quaqtaq
lkummagNasag ..........c00... Kangirsuk
“Maggie Grey Sequaluk ............. Aupaluk
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Northern Quebec, Hudson Coast

Lizzie Palliser, Board of Director ...... Inukjuaq
Elizabeth Inukpuk . . .............. Inukjuaq
Mary LOuKG! cove o svses 5 o 5 aos & v o Ivujivik
Nellie Qumaluk . ............... Povungnituk
Miaja Paujungi s « ..o o woime & emn % ewe s o Sugluk
Keewatin

Mary Matto, Board of Director . ... Coral Harbour
Hattie Alagalak . .................. Arviat
lqaluk Jugalak ............... Coral Harbour
Mary TagooNA! -« vomn o oo o s @ s Baker Lake
Marianne Tattuiniq . ............ Rankin Inlet
Kitikmeot

Salomie Qitsualik, Board of Director . Gjoa Haven
Otookie Ashivak . .............. Spence Bay
Agnesiquugartug . ...........0... Pelly Bay
Annie Kaosonie ............. Cambridge Bay
Labrador

Silpa Edmunds, Board of Director ........ Nain
AmeliaBasto . .................. Hopedale
Mary. Ford an s o 5 wn5 & s s s 5 5 Makkovik
Caroline Solomon . ............c0oov... Nain
Rebecca Torarak ................ Hopedale
Pauktuutit Staff

MarthaGreig ............ Health Co-ordinator
Sophie TOM « » v v v Executive Assistant
Linda Archibald Special Projects Co-ordinator
Leah Idlout-Paulson ..... Secretary-Receptionist

Melanie Paniag . . . Substance Abuse Co-ordinator

Interpreters
Muati Qitsualik
Betty Brewster
Madge Pomerleau
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Guests and Observers

JACK ANAWAK sioins wuommen wvmsi o MP, Nunatsiaq
Eloise Spitzer ........ Constitutional Consultant
Pat Marshall ...... Canadian Panel on Violence

Against Women

PatBaxter ......... Economic Development for
Aboriginal Women

....... Economic Development
Consultant

Ruby Arngna’naaq . ... Banff Centre’s Art Studio
Ingrid Bachman ...... Banff Center’s Art Studio

Mary Jamieson

Willie. Adams’ « .o & e 5 ates o aaide o ative Senator
Mary Crnkovich ..... Tungavik Fed. of Nunavut
Lizzie Ittinuar . . ... .. ..o Rankin Inlet
Jil'Oakes: = : & sivis 5 oo & os University of Alberta
Ookalik Curley ........... Town Clerk, lgaluit

Joanasie Salomonie Social Services, Baffin Region
Kanayuk Salomonie . Soc. Services, Baffin Region
Ginny Stikeman ............. Studio D, NFB

MargretWong . ............. Studio D, NFB
Mary Sillett . .......... Royal Commission on

Aboriginal Peoples
lkey Nashooratook ............. Spence Bay
Nipisha Lyall . 5. o ioive w i o svnen Spence Bay
Hae AKAVIKY . « e 5 suivn & s svesms wisre Iqaluit
JoanKalaserk ................ Rankin Inlet
Sarah: Tautuajuk i & o s s i auien v Ottawa
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Financial Summary
PaDbcnos ]t NNGSPLYAC

March 31, 1992

Money Money Cash
Received Spent Surplus (Deficit)
CORE-Operating Account’
Office Operations $281,934 $236,357 $45,657
Annual General Meeting (AGM) $70,000 $96,787 ($26,787)

* Office operations and AGM combined resulted in a $18790 net revenue position for the year.

Total government contributions to special projects were $452,236 for the fiscal year 1991/92
offset by total expenses of $462,205. This resulted in a net expense position of $9,969 on
special project activities for the year. Deferred revenue of $150,695 is excluded from this
account - to be recorded as income in 1992/93.

There was an overall surplus position of $238 as of March 31, 1992

Funding by the Department of the Secretary of State for the fiscal year 1991-92 is at $333,000,
| held constant from the prior year.

This represents a summary of the 1991/92 financial statement as provided to the Association
by the auditors. These financial statements will be made available to the members of the
Association at the next Annual General Meeting.

l
l
L 31, 1992
|
|
|

PabDYyAc PaDYAc 4ar4'dd
AYD ¢ 4dCPN° (4Pc*N"®)
AP YN PaDP A *
NNSA* dbcoto $281,934 $236,357 $45,557
46U bNALAA'Nd e® $70,000 $96787 ($26,787)

NNS AT AP <CP ¥ Q'L bNLA'Sd‘c* bN oMt Db >¢ $18,790
qQSI~T.

BNl ol bel'd o PabD¥A’ 05K Do’ Acad¥s o $452,236 <Gu¢
1991-92 4L Pab%o' $462,205. 4Pc'Nb P> $9,969 Ar =<'
Acady¥sot 4G, Ca AccebybllYe® $150,695 Pecbybl/Le®
PaP %N 5 - NNSCPPLAD® Pabycdi ocd S 1992/93.

CL'P ol Ar<€*drybeb D $238 Ardise L7 31, 1992

Pab ¥ CavP <D PabY%cnr'd c’ A< cd~¥cnaro’ QGJ1° $333,000.
b/ ne ASIrPcPCN o,

C'dd Do'bND>C 1991/92 Pab¥ o boAcoe LI ABNLLS AP CD o d"
PaD¥o¢ BBANNDP Y. C'dd PabP¥A° boAc™Uo™ ADAAPNCPM oD
AclP?P <o b MBNAIC PY T bNLA'NdT*'<C.
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